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Mystery Crime Lab Academic Standards 

 
Mystery Crime Lab Grades 3–4      
Junior Forensic Scientists investigate and analyze the evidence at a staged crime scene to solve a 
mystery. Students experiment with blood typing; chromatography; fingerprinting; and other 
interdisciplinary, inquiry-based activities. This class requires the participation of at least six chaperones 
willing to serve as “forensic assistants”! 

 
Academic Standards 

Science GLEs 

Grades 3-4 
 (SI-E-A1) Pose questions that can be answered by using students’ own observations, scientific 
knowledge, and testable scientific investigations  
(SI-E-A2) Predict and anticipate possible incomes  
(SI-E-A3) Use the five senses to describe observations  
(SI-E-A2)  Use a variety of methods and materials and multiple trials to investigate ideas (observe, 
measure, accurately record data) 
 
Common Core State Standards 

Grade 3 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering 
appropriate elaboration and detail.  
Presentation of Knowledge and Idea 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.6  Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order 

to provide requested detail or clarification.  

Conventions of Standard English  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking.  

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  
 
Grade 4 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.3  Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular 

points. 



 
 
 

www.lasm.org 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.4  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace. 

Conventions of Standard English  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 

 


