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Little Art Explorers Vocabulary 

Background:  The area of a picture that is behind the objects in the composition. 
 

Collage: A picture made from cut or town pieces of materials such as paper, fabric, or wood, and glued 
onto a larger sheet of paper. 

 
Color:  An element of design that identifies all things as being red or green, etc. 
 
Color wheel:  A circle of colors arranged in the order of their relationship to each other. 
 

Construct: To build something or put it together using parts that you are given, or that you 
make yourself. 
 
Contrast: Refers to differences such as light to dark, or warm to cool. In art, contrast is used to 
achieve emphasis and interest in a composition.  
 
Creativity: The ability to make new things or think of new ideas. 

Edge: The line or area that is farthest away from the center of something. 
 
Focal point: The part of a picture which an artist decides to make the most important object or 
area in the artwork. The artist makes the focal point stand out through placement, size, or color 
use. A successful focal point will draw the viewer’s eye to itself.   
 
Geometric shapes: These shapes are precise and have hard edges. Basic geometric shapes 
include the circle, square, triangle, and rhombus.  
 
Imagination: We use our imagination to form a picture in our mind of something that we have 
not seen or experienced before. 
 
Line: Length and direction beginning at one point and ending at another point. A line can show 
movement as well as create a shape or space in a composition.  
 
Movement: Visual movement in art refers to the arrangement of elements (lines, shapes, 
colors, etc.) in a work of art that causes the viewer’s eyes to travel around the composition.   
 
Organic shapes: Very different from geometric shapes. They are free-form, flowing shapes that 
can at times resemble living things.   
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Overlap: When one object or part of an object lies over another object, they are said to 
overlap.   
 
Primary colors: The three basic colors that, when mixed, make all other colors. The three 
primary colors are red, blue, and yellow.   
 
Secondary colors: Created when equal parts of two primary colors are mixed. The three 
secondary colors are orange, green, and purple.  
 
Shape: An enclosed space that has length and width. Shapes are either geometric or organic. (A 
shape is two-dimensional and a form is three-dimensional.)   
 
  


