Exhibition Checklist
Untitled (17-C1), 2017
Collage
22 x 30 inches, unframed
Untitled (17-C2 through C7), 2017
Collage
30 x 22 inches, unframed
Untitled (15-S1), 2015
Wire, wood, paint, rubber and shellac
32 x 37 x 18 inches
Untitled (16-S1), 2016
Wire, wood, paint and rubber
15 x 7½ x 15 inches
Untitled (17-S1), 2017
Wood, wire, lead, paint and shellac
87 x 20 x 20 inches

Sam Losavio

Untitled (17-S2), 2017
Wood, wire, cork, paint and shellac
24 x 48 x 10 inches

Samuel R. “Sam” Losavio was born in Baton
Rouge in 1952. After receiving his
undergraduate degree from Louisiana State
University, he continued his studies there,
earning a master of fine arts in sculpture in
1978. From 1982 until 1994, he taught design,
drawing and sculpture courses at Louisiana
State University, University of Florida, and
Loyola University.

Untitled (17-S3), 2017
Wood, wire, rubber, paint, plastic and shellac
85 x 31 x 19 inches

Losavio was awarded an Individual Artists
Fellowship from the National Endowment for
the Arts in 1987 and again in 1989, and also
was honored by the Southeastern Center for
Contemporary Art in North Carolina with the
R.J. Reynolds Southeastern Artist Fellowship in
1989. Losavio’s work has been widely exhibited
in solo and group shows held in museums and
art centers across the nation.
In 1995, Sam Losavio joined the staff of the
Louisiana Art & Science Museum as assistant
director. He will retire at the end of 2017 after 22
years of service.

Untitled (17-S4), 2017
Wood, wire, lead, rubber, paint and shellac
88 x 24 x 15 inches
Untitled (17-S5), 2017
Wood, wire, rubber, lead, paint and shellac
80 x 32 x 31 inches
Untitled (17-S6), 2017
Wood, wire, rubber, lead, paint, shellac and
magnets
17 x 14 x 9 inches
Untitled (17-S7), 2017
Wood, wire, rubber, lead, paint and shellac
26 x 8 x 6 inches
Untitled (17-S8), 2017
Wood, wire, rubber, paint and shellac
21 x 24 x 12 inches
Untitled (17-S9), 2017
Wood, wire, lead, rubber, paint and shellac
19 x 24 x 11 inches
Untitled (17-S11), 2017
Wood, wire, rubber, paint and shellac
24 x 120 x 18 inches

Support
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The Art of Chaos & Order:
Sam Losavio

Baton Rouge artist
Sam Losavio makes
sculpture and
works on paper that
express his fascination with the forces,
processes, and structures that emerge
from the interplay between chaos and
order.

The inspiration to depict this dynamic
relationship first emerged in Losavio’s
art in the early 1980s and is prompted
by his interest in the natural world,
especially astronomy and cosmology.
His abstractions composed in charcoal
and later gouache on paper introduced
what has since become a language
expressed in bold asymmetrical
compositions and a personal
iconography of shapes, gestures,
rhythms and forms. Carried out in
monochromatic tones of black and
white, these visualizations maximize
contrast, such as dark and light, empty
and full, simple and complex.
Losavio later began to recompose
his drawings into three dimensions.
After experimenting with plaster, he
settled on a kit of humble materials
such as wire, rubber, lead and wood.

Losavio attaches
these modest
elements together
with a multitude
of tiny wire twists made with the aid of
a lacing needle. He intuitively allows
the structure to grow, as if the elements
themselves are combining and
retracting in space.
Moving back and forth between
sculpture and drawing in a cyclical
process, Losavio constantly adds
and removes elements. Like Alberto
Giacometti (1901-1966), an artist Losavio
admires, he works and reworks his
compositions. The imagery becomes
more dense and complex, causing
unseen relationships to be revealed
and a sense of order to emerge around
points of focus. As Losavio puts it, “[The]
chaos starts forming into patterns. It
starts trying to organize itself into some
kind of recognizable structure.”
Trusting his innate sense of
compositional balance to know when
it is complete, he describes his method
as “a continual process of construction
and deconstruction, an organic process
that mirrors the mysteries of nature.”

Cover: Untitled (17-S11) (detail), 2017. Wood, wire, rubber,
paint and shellac. 24 x 120 inches.

Opposite Page: Untitled (17-S4) (detail), 2017. Wood,
wire, lead, rubber, paint and shellac. 19 x 24 x 11 inches.

This Page, Clockwise: Untitled (16-S1), 2016. Wire,
wood, paint and rubber. 15 x 7½ x 15 inches.

Untitled (15-S1), 2015. Wire, wood, paint, rubber and shellac.
32 x 37 x 18 inches.
Untitled (17-C1), 2017. Collage. 22 x 30 inches, unframed.
Exhibition view. The Art of Chaos & Order: Sam Losavio,
located in the Louisiana Art & Science Museum’s Soupçon
Gallery.

Back Cover: Sam Losavio in his studio, 2017.

