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LASM Now Presenting Educational and Entertaining Experiences Online
at Virtual-LASM.org
BATON ROUGE, LA – The Louisiana Art & Science Museum has released an online portal for at
home art and science experiences at virtual-lasm.org. The portal, which is organized by grade
level and includes a section for all ages, includes videos, hands-on activities, and blogs
produced by the Museum and Irene W. Pennington Planetarium.
“LASM developed virtual-lasm.org in response to the Museum’s temporary closure as a result
of COVID-19, but this initiative to share our mission online will persist beyond the current
crisis,” said Serena Pandos, LASM’s President & Executive Director. “Since we had to close our
doors in March, we have encouraged discovery, inspired creativity, and fostered the pursuit of
knowledge in tens of thousands of people digitally; we hope to continue reaching people near
and far through our virtual museum platform.”
This library of art and science content is designed to not only prevent learning regress in
children due to state-mandated school closures but also educate and entertain
multigenerational audiences who are currently isolated. Included are virtual versions of
favorites such as Stargazing in the Irene W. Pennington Planetarium and The Traveling Trunk
Show, along with newly-produced content such as Choose Your Own Venture interactive
astronomy videos and We Need Our Space: LIVE.
We Need Our Space: LIVE, hosted by the Irene W. Pennington Planetarium, is a new livestream
planetarium show that takes viewers on a journey through the cosmos from their homes.
Occurring at noon and 7 PM every Thursday on LASM’s Facebook and YouTube pages and
accessible via virtual-lasm.org, recordings of the livestreams will be available the week after
they occur.
“Our primary goal is to continue serving our community through our quality programming,”
continued Pandos. “We believe that art and science shape each other, our lives, and the world.

Our role as an art and science museum is essential in sharing this belief and helping the hearts
and minds of our community heal in light of the challenges posed by COVID-19.”
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Image: LASM Museum Educators Marion Bienvenu, Hali Krista, and Derek Wooden humorously
demonstrate the principles of nuclear fusion and star formation in the video Learn at LASM:
How Stars are Made.
About the Louisiana Art & Science Museum
Housed on the banks of the Mississippi River in a historic railway station on the banks of the
Mississippi River in downtown Baton Rouge, the Louisiana Art & Science Museum believes that
art and science shape each other, our lives, and the world, and presents experiences that
encourage discovery, inspire creativity, and foster the pursuit of knowledge. While the Museum
is temporarily closed due to COVID-19, access to the Museum’s online portal for at home art
and science experiences is available at virtual-lasm.org.
The Museum, founded in 1962 and accredited by the American of Museums since 1972, is
home to the Irene W. Pennington Planetarium, the largest and most advanced planetarium in
Louisiana and one of the largest in the southeastern United States; a permanent collection
including over 4,000 objects; one of the only permanent ancient Egypt galleries in the
southeastern United States; and displays changing art exhibitions of local and international
acclaim.
A 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, the Museum relies on the support of donations to operate;
support the Museum at lasm.org/give. Stay in touch at lasm.org and on social media, where
plans for reopening will be shared.

