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LASM Partners with ExxonMobil to Present “Art, Jazz, & Pizzazz” STEAM Family 
Day and EBRPSS Student Art Showcase at LASM 

BATON ROUGE, LA—The Louisiana Art & Science Museum (LASM) presented an “Art, Jazz, & Pizzazz” 
STEAM Family Day on Sunday, May 2, 2021, sponsored by ExxonMobil Baton Rouge. This free-access 
day, presented as part of the “Art, Jazz, & Pizzazz” celebration in downtown Baton Rouge that 
showcased the best art and music in East Baton Rouge Parish Public Schools (EBRPSS), welcomed 368 
educators, students, and their families to LASM. 

“Hundreds of students were not only able to experience LASM for free with their families, courtesy of 
ExxonMobil, but also had the unique experience of viewing their artwork displayed professionally in a 
museum setting,” stated Serena Pandos, LASM’s President & Executive Director. “We are honored to 
recognize the abundant creativity of students in our community, motivating them to discover and 
develop their talents, as well as the dedication of the educators who work tirelessly to encourage their 
students to achieve excellence every day.” 

In addition to the student artwork that was on display during “Art, Jazz, and Pizzazz” and throughout the 
entire month of May, EBRPSS students and their families enjoyed a STEAM-focused scavenger hunt, 
presenter-led science demonstrations, take-home science experiments, Irene W. Pennington 
Planetarium shows focused on engineering and the history of American Music, and downtown 
entertainment featuring the Southern University jazz band performing alongside EBRPSS students. 

Student art was also displayed at other downtown venues, including the LSU Museum of Art, the 
Louisiana Old State Capitol, the Shaw Center for the Arts, the USS Kidd, the Old Governor’s Mansion, 
and the East Baton Rouge Public Library River Center Branch.  

“Baton Rouge is blessed with a rich cultural heritage and we are proud to join with the Louisiana Art & 
Science Museum in offering students opportunities to improve critical thinking skills, cultural awareness, 
and self-esteem, ultimately fostering a lifelong love of learning,” said ExxonMobil Baton Rouge Public 
and Government Affairs Manager Stephanie Cargile. 

This community collaboration between LASM, EBRPSS, and ExxonMobil also included the disbursement 
of 150 free LASM admission passes for EBRPSS students and their families. Studies indicate that 
culturally-enriching museum experiences like those found at LASM increase children’s critical thinking 
skills, historical empathy, tolerance, and standardized test scores, while decreasing dropout rates. 

“What a privilege it was to meet these talented young artists and their families as we celebrated their 
accomplishments together,” stated Nita Mitchell, LASM Director of Education. “Through our long-
standing partnerships with EBRPSS and ExxonMobil, our LASM team was honored to participate in the 
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process of encouraging and inspiring these amazing students to dream big dreams for future success. 
This event gives us renewed hope for our next season of engagement!” 

EBRPSS Superintendent Sito Narcisse, EBRPSS school board members, and EBRPSS administrators 
recognized Art, Jazz, and Pizzazz partners, including LASM and ExxonMobil, at the EBRPSS School Board 
Meeting on May 20. At the meeting, EBRPSS emphasized that the success of Art, Jazz, and Pizzazz 
illustrates that school systems, nonprofit organizations, and corporate sponsors can accomplish great 
things together to make a significant impact for children in the community.  

### 

Image caption (1): Pictured from left to right at the EBRPSS School Board Meeting on May 20: 
Superintendent Sito Narcisse, EBRPSS; Allison Cooper, EBR Parish Public Library, River Center Branch; 
Grant Benoit, LSU Museum of Art; Sabrina Johnson, USS KIDD; Lauren Davis, Louisiana Old State Capitol; 
Nita Mitchell, Louisiana Art & Science Museum; Kelly Welch, ExxonMobil; Dawn Collins, EBR School 
Board; Sean Joffrion, EBR Director of Fine Arts.  

Image caption (2): A family enjoys the display of STEAM-focused artwork created by EBRPSS students, 
including their daughter, on May 2.  

About the Louisiana Art & Science Museum 

Housed on the banks of the Mississippi River in a historic railway station in downtown Baton Rouge, the 
Louisiana Art & Science Museum believes that art and science shape each other, our lives, and the 
world. LASM is now open on Thursdays and Fridays from 10 AM – 2 PM, Saturdays from 10 AM – 5 PM, 
and Sundays from 10 AM – 5 PM. Museum doors open at 9:45 AM for seating in the Irene W. 
Pennington Planetarium; on Saturdays and Sundays, the last entry of the day is admitted at 4 PM. 
Admission, which includes unlimited access to all planetarium shows, is free for members and children 2 
years old and under; $10 for children aged 3-12 and senior adults aged 65 and up; and $12 for adults. 
Active duty military members, first responders, military veterans, and their families receive free 
admission with ID as part of the Blue Star Museums program, sponsored by Special Risk Insurance, Inc. 
VFIS of Mississippi/Louisiana. 

The Museum, founded in 1962, is home to the Irene W. Pennington Planetarium, the largest and most 
advanced planetarium in Louisiana and one of the largest in the southeastern United States; a 
permanent collection including over 4,000 objects; one of the only permanent ancient Egypt galleries in 
the southeastern United States, housing an authentic, Ptolemaic-era mummy; and changing displays 
featuring art exhibitions of local and international acclaim. 

Access to the Museum’s digital learning platform for at-home art and science experiences is available at 
virtual-lasm.org. A 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, the Museum relies on the support of donations to 
operate; support the Museum’s COVID-19 relief fund at lasm.org. Stay in touch at lasm.org and on social 
media. 
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