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LASM Partners with Healthy Blue Louisiana and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Louisiana to Provide Free Virtual Programs for EBRPSS 

  
BATON ROUGE, LA—The Louisiana Art & Science Museum (LASM) is partnering with Healthy Blue 
Louisiana and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana to provide engaging, educational virtual programs 
to high-needs students in the East Baton Rouge Parish School System (EBRPSS). These Astronomy Virtual 
Voyages allow students to explore the universe during remote sky shows, investigate meteorites and 
other objects displayed in the Museum’s galleries, and learn about interesting careers in STEM fields. 
 
"Throughout this tumultuous year, it is more important than ever that we continue to provide 
innovative learning opportunities for students,” stated Dr. Sito Narcisse, EBRPSS Superintendent of 
Schools. “We are so grateful to LASM, Healthy Blue Louisiana, and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Louisiana for creating this visionary experience for fifth graders, inspiring students to pursue future 
careers in the arts and sciences. Community partnerships like these deliver high-quality outcomes and 
reinforce our vision for creating brighter pathways for all students.” 
 
During the one-hour virtual experience, students also participate in a hands-on engineering challenge, 
developed in collaboration with NASA’s Museum Outreach Team and aligned with the Louisiana Student 
Standards for Science and the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). One goal of the program is to 
inspire the next generation of scientists, engineers, and problem solvers who will contribute positively 
to the development of the educated workforce necessary for future economic growth and sustainability.  
 
“Our staff had the pleasure of visiting Claiborne Elementary recently during their Astronomy Virtual 
Voyages as ninety talented, enthusiastic fifth graders explored the wonders of the universe virtually, 
guided by LASM's Museum Educators,” stated LASM Director of Education Nita Mitchell. “These focused 
and curious students created models of mobile rocket launcher platforms and then tested them while 
following the science and engineering practices used by actual NASA materials engineers. The future is 
certainly bright for these young explorers. After the program, one student wrote: 'I loved the NASA 
activity because I could be an engineer just like the NASA people!'” 
 
Generous funding in the amount of $20,000 from Healthy Blue Louisiana and Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Louisiana enables 1,200 fifth-grade students to engage in this program free-of-charge during 2021. 
Every participating student also receives a kit with hands-on activity supplies and branded items 
provided by Healthy Blue and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana.  
 
“Healthy Blue is proud to partner with LASM to provide educational opportunities that inspire our local 
youth through brain-stimulating activity,” said Dr. Christy Valentine, plan president, Healthy Blue 
Louisiana. “Fresh and engaging learning resources improve overall quality of life and increase 
productivity for our students. Healthy Blue will continue to invest in innovative programs that further 
our mission of building healthier communities.” 
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LASM has been an anchoring cultural institution in Baton Rouge for nearly 60 years and has a proven 
track record for fostering academic advancement and lifetime success for high-needs children. By 
participating in this partnership to serve local students through free-access educational experiences, 
LASM intends to provide every child with the opportunity to succeed with access to the resources that 
make success possible. 
 
"Reaching and serving high-needs students is at the core of our vision to foster a community of lifelong 
explorers,” stated Serena Pandos, LASM’s President & Executive Director. “Together with our sponsors, 
Healthy Blue Louisiana and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana, and our partners with EBRPSS, we 
are proud to provide access and opportunity to rich educational experiences that are available to 
students regardless of their socioeconomic status. Through this fun, interactive program, together we 
are creatively contributing to our community’s educational, cultural, and economic development by 
cultivating a future workforce in STEAM-related careers for the benefit of future generations.”  
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Image caption (1): Letrece Griffin, EBRPSS Director of Communications; Serena Pandos, LASM President 
& Executive Director; Kathy Fletcher Victorian, Healthy Blue Louisiana Medicaid Territory Marketing 
Manager; Dr. Sito Narcisse, EBRPSS Superintendent; Nita Mitchell, LASM Director of Education (pictured 
left to right) 
Image caption (2): Guided virtually by LASM educators, fifth-grade students at Claiborne Elementary 
School use engineering concepts to create, construct, and test a mobile rocket launcher platform.  
Image caption (3): Gia Washington, Instructional Specialist, and John Wilson, Assistant Principal, both of 
Claiborne Elementary School, pose with fifth-grade students carrying their Healthy Blue bags. 
High resolution images are available upon request. 
 
About the Louisiana Art & Science Museum 
 
Housed on the banks of the Mississippi River in a historic railway station in downtown Baton Rouge, 
the Louisiana Art & Science Museum believes that art and science shape each other, our lives, and the 
world. LASM is now open on Thursdays and Fridays from 10 AM – 2 PM, Saturdays from 10 AM – 5 PM, 
and Sundays from 10 AM – 5 PM. Museum doors open at 9:45 AM for seating in the Irene W. 
Pennington Planetarium; on Saturdays and Sundays, the last entry of the day is admitted at 4 PM. 
Admission, which includes unlimited access to all planetarium shows, is free for members and children 2 
years old and under; $10 for children ages 3-12 and senior adults age 65 and up; and $12 for adults. 
Active duty military members, first responders, military veterans, and their families receive free 
admission with ID as part of the Blue Star Museums program, sponsored by Special Risk Insurance, Inc. 
VFIS of Mississippi/Louisiana. 
 
The Museum, founded in 1962, is home to the Irene W. Pennington Planetarium, the largest and most 
advanced planetarium in Louisiana and one of the largest in the southeastern United States; a 
permanent collection including over 4,000 objects; one of the only permanent ancient Egypt galleries in 
the southeastern United States, housing an authentic, Ptolemaic-era mummy; and displays changing art 
exhibitions of local and international acclaim. 

Access to the Museum’s digital learning platform for at-home art and science experiences is available 
at virtual-lasm.org. A 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, the Museum relies on the support of donations to 
operate; support the Museum’s COVID-19 relief fund at lasm.org. Stay in touch at lasm.org and on social 
media. 
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