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other, our lives, and the world.

Founded in 1960, the Louisiana Art & Science Museum is 
located in a 1925 railway station on the banks of the Mississippi 

engaging art & science galleries, two hands-on galleries 
for children, and the largest, most advanced planetarium 
in Louisiana. LASM is one of less than 6% of US museums 
accredited by the American Alliance of Museums.

171,000
visitors, including public 
visitors and school 
program participants

98,000
school program 
participants 

3,000
children to the Discovery Dome portable 
planetarium, LASM’s outreach program

1 million

10,000

visitors to the Irene W. Pennington 
Planetarium since its opening in 2003

• In 2018, students from 41 Louisiana parishes 
and 5 Mississippi counties explored LASM 
during school group tours

• LASM provides year-round free admission 

responders, and their families

• free admission to the Museum 

Sunday of the month

• YouthALIVE!, LASM’s lifeskills learning program 
that serves at-risk teenage girls in Baton Rouge 
from middle school to graduation, celebrated its 
25th year in 2018

• Through its creative programming and inclusive 
culture, LASM is positioned to embrace 
underserved members of the community

visitors admitted for free 
as part of the First Sunday 
program

Downtown Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Over 4,000 objects in the Museum’s 
permanent collection

Houses an authentic mummy & one of the 
only permanent ancient Egypt galleries in 
the southeastern US

Largest, most advanced planetarium 
in Louisiana & one of the largest in the 
southeastern US

In 2018, LASM welcomed:



EBR Parish
40%

Non-EBR in 
Louisiana

42%

Out-of-State
18%

• Museums contribute $562 million in gross value added to 
Louisiana’s economy

• Museums support more than 726,000 American jobs

• Museums contribute $50 billion to the US economy each year

• Each job created by the museum sector results in over $16,000 
additional tax revenue

Visitation Statistics

EDUCATIONAL IMPACT
• Over 50 program options for school groups offered, including 

hands-on classes, planetarium shows, guided tours & explorations, 
and interactive educational theater presentations

• In 2018, over 5,300 young scientists participated in BASF Kids’ 
Lab hands-on chemistry workshops for schools and public visitors

• 272 total educational programs presented to public visitors 
in 2018, including Engineering Day, Art After Hours, Dino Day, 120 
sessions of BASF Kids’ Lab, and The Traveling Trunk Show

• In 2019, LASM launched the free River Dynamics Experience 
program in partnership with the Coastal Protection & Restoration 
Authority, which provides 8th-grade students a tour of the LSU 
Center for River Studies and a class engaging with a state-of-the-art 
stream table at LASM

ECONOMIC IMPACT

In 2020, LASM will begin preparing for its re-accreditation evaluation 
with the American Alliance of Museums (AAM). Accreditation, which 
is the highest national award that a museum can achieve, is a rigorous, 
professional peer review program designed to ensure alignment with best 
museum practices. As part of these preparations, LASM will undergo a 
Museum Assessment Program (MAP), a federally funded organizational 
assessment. These programs will provide the framework for board and staff   
to launch new and fresh strategic planning objectives.
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Source: The American Alliance of Museums, 2017

WHAT’S NEXT?

General public transactions from May-September 2019


